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There are very few areas within the Draft EIR/EIS that comment on fire hazards due to the
increased public use of the canyon. Since facts are not stated in the document, | can only
assume that the increased fire risks are great! It was commented by Mike Lynch of the
California Department of Parks and Recreation, at the November 7, 2001 informational
meeting that the American River confluence area has a major fire every three to four vears.
Whereas the unpopulated reach of the canyon near the dam site experienced its first major
fire last year, since about 1977. I interpret this to mean that the populated areas of the
canyon experience fires about six to eight times as frequently as non-populated areas. This
B seems like a VERY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT to the homeowners in my neighborhood, who
were just reminded of the local fire danger about a year ago. :

Obviously, a method to minimize the fire hazard with this reach of the canyon is to
climinate public vehicular access into the recreational area. | request that public vehicular
access into the canyon remain prohibited at the project site, just as it currently is. This
action will help protect homeowners who live on the edge of the canyon from future fires.

2) A comprehensive fire prevention and suppression plan is to be completed prior too opening
the area for public use, as stated in the environmental document. Since many activities will
oceur during construction that may result in increased fire hazards, it seems prudent that the
fire prevention and suppression plan be completed and implemented prior to beginning
construction. Of course, | assume that the local fire districts and CDF will be instrumental
in preparing and implementing this comprehensive fire prevention and suppression plan.

TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION

3} The proposed project is to create two entrances into the canyon, by either Maidu Drive or
Pacific Avenue, as stated in the Draft EIR/EIS. Access to the Pump Station is to be through
the Pacific Avenue entrance. | understand that this component of the project will require
some new road construction from approximately the tunnel portal to the pump station,
Public access to the river is currently thought to be via Maidu Drive. This access will also
require some road construction.

I recommend. that if it is determined to allow public vehicular access into the canyon, that
C all access is through only one entrance at Pacific Street. Pacific Street currently has a lower
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) than Maidu Drive, and is used to access several other
recreational areas, such as Railhead Park. the Auburn Dam Overlook, the new skateboard
park, the Western States 100 trail, and the future camping area near the American River
Canyon Overlook. In addition, “residences exist along Maidu Drive but not along Pacific
Avenue” (as per page 3-288 of the DEIR/DEIS). Therefore, there is a greater impact to
Maidu Drive properties then to Pacific Avenue when considering access into the canyon.

In order to access the two proposed parking lots from a Pacific Avenue entrance, roadway
improvements will be required at the location of the existing temporary roadway and the
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C. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.10, Project Access.
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Dam keyway. | understand that at this location, a substandard roadway width exists, as well

as an unacceptable horizontal curve. Construction costs to improve this condition are

c minimal when compared to the $31 million project cost. Furthermore, this option will
continue to hold the quality of life benefits of the residences off of Maidu Drive.

I request that if'it is determined to allow public vehicular access into the canyon, the option
of using only a Pacific Avenue entrance be further studied and reported on in the Final
EIR/EIS. 1 also request that the Maidu Avenue access into the recreational area be
eliminated from the Final EIR/EIS,

4) Section 3.14.2.5 Environmental Protection and Mitigation Measures. of the Draft EIR/EIS
D states that “Pacific Avenue would not be used for construction related traffic”. This .
indicates that during the construction period. all traffic is 1o use the Maidu entrance. D. Please refer to Master ReSponse 341 10, PI'OjeCt Access.
Because of the points presented in item 3 above, | am opposed to the use of Maidu Drive as
a construction entrance to the project.

7

The Draft EIR/EIS states that the estimated vehicle trips per day into the recreation area are
210. This is based upon the use of 70 spaces with only half the spaces being used by two
E vehicles per day. My opinion is that this estimate on a peak recreational day is extremely
low. It was even stated by Jim Micheaels, of the California Department of Parks and
Recreation, at the November 7, 2001 informational meeting that this may be a low figure. E. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6. Public River Access Features.
I'he traffic data should be reanalyzed so that more accurate numbers can be reported on in ’ ’
the Final EIR/EIS.

Section 3.14.1.1 of the Draft EIR/EIS reports on ADT volumes for Highway 49, and the
intersection of Auburn-Folsom Road and Maidu Drive. However, the document does not
address what the current ADT is on Maidu Drive, nor is the Level of Service (LOS) reported
on. With this in mind, how can the proponents of the project possibly state that the impact
significance on Maidu Drive due to increased traffic levels is “Less than Significant™? It
appears that not enough factual information 1s known. 1 request that this information be
reported on in the Final EIR/EIS. and the option of using Maidu Drive as a vehicular
entrance into the recreation area is removed.

If you should have any guestions regarding my comments on the Draft EIR/EIS, please feel free to
contact me. [ also request that | be informed of any future public meetings on this project. Please
send me a copy of the Final EIR/EIS, and a Record of Decision upon completion of those
documents.

Sincerely, //

Steven L. Hiatt P.E.

c\hiatt\pewa letter.doc
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PLEASE USE THIS TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT THE DRAFT EIS/EIR. YOU CAN SEND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO:
DRAFT EIS/ETR. COMMENTS, SURFACE WATER RESOURCES, INC., 2031 HOWE AVENUE, SUITE 110, SACRAM ENTO, CA 95825
JUST FOLD THIS SELF-ADDRESSED SHEET INTO THIRDS, SEAL, STAMP, AND MAIL. THANK YOU.

L7 Please check here if you would like to be on the project mailing list.
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ORGANIZATION (IF APPLICABLE)

COMMENTS:
Having attended a meeting this past Wednesday night 11/7/01, listed are
my main concerns regarding the proposed project "American RIVEr Restoratign

_There are many concerns, one is making this a recreation facility and . .

A having the entrance on _\’1ajrlu Drive just below my home. The increase | A Please refer to MaSter Response 316, PUb|IC R|Ver ACCESS Features

in traffic for one is not desirable, as they stated 70 cars will be
allowed to park, but what about the ones who do not get in and park

along Maidu Drivel? R PO PO P s o 7

FIRE IS5 A RIG GONGERN — Nothing ha been done this BLM land
in 20 years. The underbrush is horrible. We are in eminent danger

f of—afire, and adding the publHe tothisarea;—justmakes 3t worse, — .
B A fire can come up the can:jon and destroy this entire housing area. B Please refel' tO Master Response 319, F|re Management.
What s worse 15 the fart that thereare not—too many outtets—+Hfafire
does come up the canyon, so not m11_\-‘ are we in danger to getting out,
M hut so is the public all Erving to get out on Maidiu.

in an area, debris.
how is one ranger going to keep this area from vandelism, or any other |
crime. Our homes are in danger. |

c T R L & e L D il fores] C. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Features.

Neother altarnative was recommended. Just Maidn '[\'h_\."? There are ki
D other areas that could be considered, one being Pacifica street. There .
are ne-privete hemes in-that—area, not Like It is off of Maidu D. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.10, Project Access.

c I Maidordrive—is—inmadequate—to accommodate that much traffie.There 46— —
| a new housing development off of Maidu with 27 new homes, dumping

THIS TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT THE DRAFT EIS/EIR. YOU CAN SEND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS T0:
DrArFT EIS/EIR CoMMENTS, SURFACE WATER RESOURCES, INC., 2031 Hows: Avenue, Surre 110, Sacramesto, CA 95823
JUST FOLD THIS SELF-ADDRESSED SHEET INTO THIRDS, SEAL, STAMP, AND MAIL. THANK YOU.

[0 Please check here if you would like to be on the project mailing list.

American River Pump Station Project C2-297 Response to Comments
Final EIS/EIR June 10, 2002
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cross our streets everyday,
You cannot get out and make
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1825 Vista Del Lago
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E. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Features.

American River Pump Station Project
Final EIS/EIR

C2-298

Response to Comments
June 10, 2002



L-195

TAERT OF T o
(o™
Placer County / M \
Water Agency w 1
OF RECL.
COMMENT CARD

PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY/U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

PCWA AMERICAN RIVER PUMP STATION AND RIVER RESTORATION PROJECT
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

NaMe: | £ /4,
P F e i Yt F? _;‘( £
ADDRESS: |  / £ ) 88
[ AAL Yo, s / /_{ )
CITY/STATR/ZIP: |/ / i
BUSINESS AND/OR HOME PHONE/FAX: 5 ( /m
J X 1 O s
ORGANIZATION (IF APPLICABLE):
COMMENTS:
£ ! ¥l & Vi & ] y: 2 §
] ¥ ] ¥,
’. 7 A AL tlirgrnd ¢ i L sy
/ / 4
Ll e ¢ 77 ‘ £ i bl e A )
' / )
A5 7y £ v £ & AL 42 42507 JD- a Y2014
7 .
/4 f 4 A v S
ladealeza L 4 / OrL it 77 }
/ A / / b . g ,_r ]
FLL 8l i ’ TAT {' fut 'I'I ) F {3722 Ve ‘,J'/.,'."( Ti . . z"__‘/):_f"( ya L] it J,.', > L
bt 7700, i eel ] gurf ) 4O TNTA Salef 08 g i/ AT s
) £, S r
r & / / -~ g #AXY;
‘ s LAt & LN AP LETE V1 €4 ar e XS
i
V 7 4 ‘o ]
L { Ha I (L4 I" ) ) AU f
+ -
/i | i ot oo / 7 ¢ era? A aleidl
L3, Vi %4 ‘o X 7% g agidg ¢ 7
! rra .’
e A { e A ?‘)“ v,
1 B ?
f /
£ AL e i dT L4y /
@ iy 20 1P
copeelel v il £ gl 2 ¢
2 .y {4 ;';{: L # i e
¥ .‘.‘ T

PLEASE USE THIS TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT THE DRAFT EIS/EIR. YOU CAN SEND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO:
DRAFT EIS/EIR COMMENTS, SURFACE WATER RESOURCES, INC., 2031 HOWE AVENUE, SUITE 110, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825
JUST FOLD THIS SELF-ADDRESSED SHEET INTO THIRDS, SEAL, STAMP, AND MAIL, THANK YOU.

L7 Please check here if you would like to be on the project mailing list.

Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Fleatures. C_DPR is
not proposing or permitting commercial rafting use in this section of the river, as
part of this project.

Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Features.

Please refer to Master Response 3.1.10, Project Access.
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7 camping. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Features.
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PLEASE USE THIS TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT THE DRAFT EIS/EIR, YOU CAN SEND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO:
DRAFT EIS/EIR. COMMENTS, SURFACE WATER RESOURCES, INC., 2031 HOWE AVENUE, SUITE 110, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825
JUST FOLD THIS SELF-ADDRESSED SHEET INTO Tmuns. SEAL, STAMP, AND MAIL. THANK YOU,

B Please check here if you would like to be on the profject mailing list.

American River Pump Station Project C2-300 ResponseJ ;oneC(;:)nrgZ}gS
Final EIS/EIR ,
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PLEASE USE THIS TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT THE DRAFT EIS/EIR.  YOU CAN SEND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO:
DrArT EIS/EIR COMMENTS, SURFACE WATER RESOURCES, INC., 2031 HOWE AVENUE, SUITE 110, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825
JUST FOLD THIS SELF-ADDRESSED SHEET INTO THIRDS, SEAL, STAMP, AND MAIL. THANK YOU.
£l Please check here if you would like to be on the project mailing list.

A. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Features.

B. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Features.

C. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.10, Project Access.
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PLEASE USE THIS TO SUBMIT YOUR EO.\!.\iI-fN'[S ABOUT THE DRAFT Iflﬁa’lf] R. YOU CAN SEND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO:

DRAFT EIS/EIR COMMENTS, SURFACE WATER RESOURCES, INC., 2031 HOWE AVENUE, SUITE 110, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825
JUST FOLD THIS SELF-ADDRESSED SHEET INTO THIRDS, SEAL, STAMP, AND MAIL. THANK YOU.
LJ Please check here if you would like to be on the project mailing list.

A. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Features.

B. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.5, Project Area River Restoration.

C. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.9, Fire Management.

D. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.10, Project Access.
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